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he should have a thorough discussion with the President
before he expressed his willingness to form a government.
He wished to make the decision himself. Hitler had learnt
a lot from his defeat on isth August.
Nevertheless, this was yet another defeat, as Schleicher
and Papen had foreseen.
On this occasion, the igth November 1932, Hindenburg
received Hitler much more pleasantly. He invited him to
sit down, and even put up with a harangue lasting an hour
and a half. But he merely placed two alternatives before
hull. Gould he, or could he not form a government on
the basis of a parliamentary majority ? So far, Papen's
spade-work had been well done.
Hitler wriggled like an eel. He naturally knew that it
would only be possible to form a parliamentary government
by sharing power, not only with Britning, but also with
Hugenberg. He could not make up his mind because he
desired to have all the power in his own hands.
For five whole days the negotiations between Hitler and
Hindenburg went on. They proceeded chiefly by means
of letters, in which Hitler repeatedly endeavoured to con-
vince Hindenburg that he could only take over the Govern-
ment on the basis of the President's confidence, just like
Papen, and without a majority in the Reichstag.
But Hindenburg stood firm. One of his replies to Hitler
ran thus :
* You know that I advocate the idea of a presidential
cabinet, which is led, not by a party leader., but by a man
who is above parties, and that such a man be a person who
enjoys my special confidence. You have declared that your
movement is only at my disposal for the formation of a
cabinet at the head of which you, the Party leader, would
stand. If I consent to this, then I must demand that such
a cabinet has a majority in the Reichstag/
In other words, Papen was the man who had the Presi-
dent's special confidence. If Hitler wanted to take over
the Government without this special confidence, then he
must be able to rely on the confidence of the Reichstag.